





Banded demoiselle Variable damselfly Spotted flycatcher Yellow wagtail

Dragonflies e & A :
The valley has an important assemblageof = ‘=1 2~
dragenflies’and damselflies with twenty Species == 3
recorded; most of which breed regularly. OfS=
particular importance are the nationally notable
ruddy darter and variable damselfly. The banded
demoiselle’is a feature of the faster running River
Brede where the dark wing patches of the males
can give the impression of dancing over the water.
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If you've read this far, it’s because you love
tranquil places like the Brede Valley... not far
from the busy modern world, but not of it.

A few years ago the Friends of the Brede Valley
group was formed with the aim of helping to
protect this beautiful place from the proposals for
road-building, land drainage and development
which threatened its tranquillity. In 1993 a major
road running through the valley was proposed.
After long consultation it was rejected. However,
although studies show that new roads don’t
reduce congestion, but simply encourage traffic
growth, this threat never goes away.

The Friends seek to achieve their aim by two
main methods: 1) by formally responding
wherever any new development or plan poses a
threat, and 2) by promoting wildlife surveys and
habitat restoration schemes, with a view to
strengthening the valley’s legal protection
against damaging development.
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Branched bur-reed - David Plummer

The Brede Valley enjoys a limited measure of
protection from development by lying within the
High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

It is also protected by its designation as a Site of
Nature Conservation Interest, following a survey
by the Sussex Wildlife Trust, which assessed it as
one of the richest wildlife sites in the whole
county. In due course we should like to see the
Brede Valley given even stronger protection by
inclusion within the Dungeness, Romney Marsh
and Rye Bay Site of Special Scientific Interest.

Meanwhile we will continue to support local
landowners and promote further wildlife habitat
restoration and creation wherever possible.

You can keep up to date with these and other
developments by going to the Brede Valley
website www.bredevalley.info.




